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Presentation
A growing body of research has examined the effects of imprisonment on health across a range of outcomes
including mental health, health behaviors, and stress-related illnesses. I examine the effect of imprisonment
on community health service outcomes (no public/ private health coverage, using the emergency department as regular source of care, and having no past year checkup) for young adult men and women using a
propensity score matching approach. Formerly incarcerated persons are compared to persons who have
never been incarcerated or arrested, and to persons who have been arrested but never incarcerated. Also examined are potential mediators that may help explain the causal mechanisms, and heterogeneous treatment
effects by race/ethnicity. I find that people who are likely to be incarcerated are already at risk for poor
health service use, but incarceration increases this risk. Given that people of color—particularly Black
men—are disproportionately incarcerated, this group is most affected by these negative consequences.
Therefore, I argue that mass incarceration may exacerbate population health disparities through its effects
on community health services.
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